Bay Flyer

July 2019 Editor: Wally Pendray
021 907 782 email: pendrayw@gmail.com

Flying Activity:

June is the first month of winter but a great month to fly as the rainfall has once again been below average
in Whitianga. A flight to Turangi and return allowed me to see there
was also little snow on Mt Ruapehu confirming also below average
rainfall, except for the day | needed
to get to Wanganui for Bill
Bennett’s funeral!

| also had the opportunity to visit
Beat & Rita Mathis, MBAC
members from Lucerne
Switzerland, as | made my way
back to NZ. They showed me the
Pilatus Aircraft in construction  delights of their mountainous region
tucked in beside Mt Pilatus. A preplanned
trip in the Pilatus PC 12, that Beat had booked (to celebrate 40 years at
Pilatus Aircraft!) for a family flight over the mountains, even had a spare
seat on it which enabled me to enjoy a close-up view of the
Matterhorn! This was after also having a tour of the Pilatus Aircraft ;
factory the previous day, allowing me to see firsthand how these marvellous aircraft are built from raw
product to taxiing aircraft! A wonderful experience enjoyed in great weather.

Matterhorn flyby

A flypast for Jim Evans by
our RV 12 Whitianga based
aircraft was also one of the
sad and unfortunate events
that took place at
Whitianga Aerodrome.
Please refer to the STOP
PRESS as the end of this ~ |
newsletter. '

And others enjoyed the
Coromandel Peninsular environment while
the settled weather pattern prevailed for the

Wally, Miriam & Beat

last month of Autumn. Jim’s RV12 flyby
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Departure Lounge Cafe

Closed until further Notice ....

Di’s Diner has
continued to
reside at the
car park beside
| the Club
Rooms so
please help

them to

remain.

Notices from committee:

Hangarage seems to be the main topic these days so get those requests

in if you are wanting / waiting for hangarage for your aircraft.

New hangars are now occupied and aircraft are still requiring hangars!

So away the speedway goes as of 31 March as the next block of hangars

gets underway. —

New Taxiway signs have been placed to assist with entry into the

refuelling / apron area. A is now closest to the Clubhouse and B is further out
by the hangars to the east. C is the furthest away from the Clubhouse, but the first one when leaving the landing
runway 22.

C should only be used for entry to the hangars associated with this taxiway as soft ground off this entry, towards

the Clubhouse, could cause aircraft to get bogged.
New fill has been placed along the northwest edge of the 04 runway up to the intersection with |6/34.

This will form a new taxiway once it has been compacted, allowing more convenient access to the 22

runway without disrupting aircraft flow by backtracking on the runway.
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MBA flew 18.0 hours in June. Good to see it flying while the weather has been so good.

TCDC District Plan Variation 2 has been published.

https://www.tcdc.govt.nz/dpv2

Mercury Bay Aero Club is now on Facebook so check out the recent happenings.....and future events!

f fa::i;:okJ

Fllght Club BaII Room

1 Amy can be contacted via phone (021 899 634), email

¥
\ --
e

amy@flightclubballroom.co.nz

or via her webpage www flightclubballroom.co.nz

New Members

New members were absent for this month.
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NEW ZEALAND PRECISION AND RALLY
FLYINCG ASSOCIATION
A weekend of aviation fun at Waikato Aero Club

‘We extend our thanks to the Waikato Aero Club for allowing us to hold this weekend at their place

SATURDAY AUGUST 3rd 2019 SUNDAY AUGUST 4th 2019
Come and join us for some fun Notice is hereby given that
Take your love of navigation to a new level
This is open to anyane (pilots or navigators) looking to extend the AGM of the NZPRFA
they skillset. This sport is particularly relevant to couples, or will be held at 10:00 am
your best mate, who fly together regularly,
as the navigator does not necessarily need to be a pilot. At Waikato Aero Club
Indeed, we are looking for navigators to team up with our In the training room upstairs next to the club house

experienced precision flying pilots.
Confirmation of intention to attend or Apology to

10:00 am ... ... ... Tutorial on precision rally flying Liz King—Secretary
Followed by putting into practice what you have learnt lizking@outlook.co.nz
Email Dee Bond for further information
. .
Na\llgatlon ‘ o dee@destiond.co-fE Then some more flying to practice the lessons learnt
X Stay the night at the Hamilton Airport Hotel from Saturday

July Gth' 1 oam Enjoy an evening of camaraderie with fellow aviators
Before heading home

(the rate appears to be good if doing bookings online at this
time—they are not currently offering group rates)
https://www.jetparkt con

THAMES

Dargaville Aero Club

MONDAY AT13;20 @

First Event for 2020 has just been spotted
— Thames Wings and Wheels

And | see their cross runway is steadily regrassing and even
getting the drains cleaned too!

26™ JANUARY 2019
10:00 AM - 3:00 PM

THAMES AIRFIELD

« A static display of aircraft and vehicles
+ Food, drink and entertainment

« Ice cream for the kids!
+ Music by Andy Mac, Deb Standen and Tim Armstrong

$5 per person - Children under 12 free

Whitianga Aviation Events

Nothing to report this month....

........But here is a couple of snippets that may be of interest......
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Buochs Flughaffen Visit, Stans, Switzerland

https://www.facebook.com/flightadventures.nz/videos/27876 18514585740/

Now here is some real high flying .....

Worst Place to be a Pilot

https://lwww.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=1&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUK
CD3tU8M46S3tAVb8h8g

Mercury Bay Model Club

Numbers flying at any one time are down for various reasons - tiki touring — finding more sun — fishing?

8% Collin Muter has an Edge 540 that was
recently misbehaving right here in Whitianga.

Colin we hope you get this machine back in
the air soon and we get to view your Cub
soon, too.
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Ken has his new Funky Cub and has launched it
successfully without incident. Beautifully it flies
too, but.....

Wayne has his Suhkoi almost ready for engine runs.

e

L —

=
=
!

BRIz
Lt

@ Facebook I'l'l

Coromandel Hobbies - Home | Facebook

How’s this for a great T Shirt?
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The MBAC website allows you to view the pictures within the
newsletter in larger sizes if you are not receiving them on your tablet.
Remember to check your browser view if you are unable to download

the newsletter on your tablet.

Daylight saving is now only 3 months away! Make the
most of it......... the shortest day has passed! Get those

winter jobs attended to...

Please Support Our Sponsors:

Whitianga Waterways - www.whitiangawaterways.co.nz

Avsure Insurance - www.avsure.co.nz

Hart & Associates Ltd - Chartered Accounts - www.hartal.co.nz

Stop Press

VALE, Jim Evans

= The Mercury Bay Informer
WHEER 23 June at19:52 - @

For those who cannot make it to Whitianga Airport
tomorrow, but would like to follow the funeral of aviation
legend, Jim Evans, the funeral will be live-streamed at
this link -

https:/fvimeo.com/343557557/0ee471e499. The funeral
will start at 1:30pm.

VIMEQ.COM
J A Evans Service
Service to begin June 24th 1:30pm NZST

Our long standing |6 year veteran MBAC member, Jim Evans, was farewelled at the MBAC
Clubhouse/Hangar 24 June 2019 after the accident which took his life on Friday 14 June, in the ranges
behind Whitianga. This has been a shock to us all and the gathering at the Whitianga Aerodrome was a
reflection of his standing and contacts within the aviation community. Three RV12s gave Jim a send off as

his coffin was taken to the hearse. We offer our sincere condolences to Sheila and family members.
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https://www.facebook.com/29409247435413 | /posts/6983398439293902s=100000787004 19

4&sfns=mo
The MBAS Build Trust reports that $16,000 has been donated to the Trust and they would

like to thank all of those who have made the continuance of this Trust a reality.

New Headgear and shirts
now available from Tony Turner

027-314-1826

: ‘ (Sizes available T Shirts $35 — (2XL,
- XL L, M) Caps $20

UNER S

BOM
M b

The true story of two airmen
at war over Germany

Stephen Harris
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So onwards and upwards..... Check out this DC3 2\ Boneyard Safari

);'7 7 June at 16:25 - @

flypast.... Dakotas over Omaha Beach for the 75th Dakotas over Omaha Beach for the 75th Anniversary of the

landings at Normandy.

Anniversary of the landings at Normandy.

https://www.facebook.com/BoneyardSafari/videos/vb.455398 1 17869076/33158217418785 | /?type=2

&theater

’/A-A\

Happy Winter Season"

New MBAS aeropla“e Jim Evan’s family has confirmed their wish to
progreSSing we“ continue the Mentoring program that has the

Mercury Bay Area School Build Trust building

aeroplanes with the able help of the School’s

senior pupils.

e

The fourth Van’s RV12 aeroplane that is at the moment being built by a group of Mercury B“'l'v IDOL

Bay Area School students and community mentors is progressing well. Work on the plane \ GEORGE THOROGOOD - DESTROYERS /

started in February last year. -
The students and mentors meet every Wednesday afternoon to work on the plane. "CREEDENCE CLEARWATER REVISITED
The plane’s horizontal stabilizer was fitted last week.

A lot of work in confined spaces, primarily wiring and cabling, is now taking place. As a / SMASH MOUT“
result, the nine students who are participating in the project are rostered to work every
second week.

The plane is expected to fly by November this year. It is being built for the Mercury Bay Aero
Club and will be used as a training and hire-and-fly aircraft. It will be registered ZK-MBB
(the first plane built by MBAS students, which is the Mercury Bay Aero Club’s current
training aircraft, is registered ZK-MBA).

Upon completion, the plane will sport a stylish blue and white colour scheme.

Pictured (next to the plane) are the students who were rostered to work on Wednesday
last week. From the left - Kal Rabarts-Small, Ben Wharton, Floyd Ross, Corbin Duerre and
Cara Bosman.
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