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Flying Activity:  
September is the first month of spring and a chance to put on your summer 

flying clothes again! Whitianga was warm and top weather for the first three 

weeks but a weather bomb during the month brought us back to earth when 

162mm of rain descended upon us in 48 hours. The aerodrome survived the 

deluge very well and the drains had cleared the surface water within two days 

allowing grass growth to Spring into action, in a hurry! Wind later in the 

month had 40 knots screaming along the runways causing havoc around 

Whitianga and allowing unsecured debris (Trampolines!!) to get onto the 

movement areas of the taxiway & runway. 

 

In spite of this a shiny new resident 

touched down to call Whitianga home! I 

have been advised that this is now the 
aircraft to beat in the spot landing 

competitions that are readying for 

trials! Sunstrike may be what takes out the competition!  

 

I also had the opportunity to go fishing with Alan towards the end of 

the month when I discovered him fuelling up early one morning. Not 

in his fishing boat though as the pictures show! He certainly knows how to 

encourage me back on his next 

fishing expedition as this is the biggest catch I have ever caught!   

 

Phil now has his aircraft back in service after a call to collect it 

from Tauranga during the month. “Happy as” with a BIG smile 

to go with it! Oh, the joy of a new engine! 

 

Glen, Geoff and I were invited to accompany the Hauraki Aero 

Club team to visit the Mosquito build at Glyn Powell’s factory in 

Drury, meeting up with Mike Tunnicliffe who gave us a very full 

morning of inspection 

and discussion of these fantastic 

machines. An absolute MUST DO. 

 

I can report also that the new Waihi Beach runway is drying out 

well and my recent visit had me return to Whiti without the 

normal aircraft wash afterwards! 
 

 

 

Mosquito Build inspectors 

A New Whitianga Resident  

Coromandel Coastal is hard to beat 

Helifishing is great fun Alan! 
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Departure Lounge Cafe  

Closed until further Notice ….  

Di’s Diner has 

continued to 

reside at the 

car park beside 

the Club 

Rooms so 

please help 

them to remain.  
 

Notices from committee: 

Hangarage seems to be the main topic these days so get those requests 

in if you are wanting / waiting for hangarage for your aircraft.  

 

New Taxiway signs have been placed to assist with entry into the 

refuelling / apron area. A is now closest to the Clubhouse and B is further out 

by the hangars to the east. C is the furthest away from the Clubhouse, but the 

first one when leaving the landing runway 22.  

C should only be used for entry to the hangars associated with this taxiway as 

soft ground off this entry, towards the Clubhouse, could cause aircraft to get 

bogged.  

 

New fill has been placed along the northwest edge of the 04 runway up to the intersection with 16/34. 

This will form a new taxiway once it has been compacted, allowing more convenient access to the 22 

runway without disrupting aircraft flow by backtracking on the runway. 

 

TCDC District Plan Variation 2 has been published.  

https://www.tcdc.govt.nz/dpv2 

MBA flew 12.8 hours in September. Good to see it flying while the weather has been reasonable 

between the weather bombs that passed our way in September. 

 

 

 

https://www.tcdc.govt.nz/dpv2
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Mercury Bay Aero Club is now on Facebook so check out the recent happenings.....and future events!

 

 

Flight Club Ball Room  

 

Amy can be contacted via phone (021 899 634), email 

amy@flightclubballroom.co.nz 

or via her webpage www.flightclubballroom.co.nz 

 

 

New Members  

New member Richard Sharp has joined our Club so say hi when next you see him out on the ‘drome. 

 

 

Flying Events    This is a good list of the must do s this flying season 

 

http://www.aviationnews.co.nz/other/calendar/ 

 
http://www.flyingnz.co.nz/  

 
Thames Wings and Wheels 

 
Saturday, 25 January 2020, 9:00 -1500 

 

 

Next years events are building up and hitting the press 

 

Wellington Aero Club is celebrating 90 years of Clubbing at Wellington  

during Saturday 30 November 2019….while Wairarapa Aero Club had their  

90th event 20-22 September at Hood Aerodrome.  

mailto:amy@flightclubballroom.co.nz
http://www.flightclubballroom.co.nz/
http://www.aviationnews.co.nz/other/calendar/
http://www.flyingnz.co.nz/


Mercury Bay Flyer 
 

Page 4 of 8 

Whitianga Aviation Events  

 

Tuia 250 Te Powhiri 18-20 October at Wharekaho  

(Simpsons Beach) and Mercury Bay https://www.mercury250.org/ 

Fly down to see the Tall ships and flotilla of waka hourua in the bay and the ocean  

 

MBAC Open Day scheduled for   

But here is a couple of snippets that may be of interest……
Whenitisoktopeeinyourpants.wmv

 

A recent drive past this memorial was a reminder of the 
 days before DME………a recent article in Aviation News 
 prompted me to drive past this significant event…… 

 

Wings over the Rockies 

Harrison Ford 

https://youtu.be/pl8u1NtK-7w 

 

John advises that the Silver Bird, from page one above, is number K1 in the following link….. 

it’s been everywhere man!!    https://next-horizon.org/expeditions/wold-vintage-air-rally/ 

 

 

  
 

 

https://www.mercury250.org/
https://youtu.be/pl8u1NtK-7w
https://next-horizon.org/expeditions/wold-vintage-air-rally/
https://uciteljicaljilja.wordpress.com/
https://uciteljicaljilja.wordpress.com/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/
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Mercury Bay Model Club  

Numbers flying at any one time are down for various reasons - wind – rain – fishing? 

Alas Wayne’s brand new Kittyhawk flew so well until this 

devastating occurrence spoilt the momentous event! Not 

repairable says Wayne and all down to a loose screw on a 

servo connection that became a victim of vibration! 

But when is that Zero arriving?……  

                             

 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9P0ByxIymYg  

 

 

 

How’s this for a great T Shirt?    

The MBAC website allows you to view the pictures within the 

newsletter in larger sizes if you are not receiving them on your tablet.  

Remember to check your browser view if you are unable to download the 

newsletter on your tablet.  

 

Daylight saving is now here! Get ready to fly..>!!!! 

 

 

Please Support Our Sponsors: 

Whitianga Waterways – www.whitiangawaterways.co.nz 

Avsure Insurance – www.avsure.co.nz 

Hart & Associates Ltd – Chartered Accounts – www.hartal.co.nz  

 

http://www.whitiangawaterways.co.nz/
http://www.avsure.co.nz/
http://www.hartal.co.nz/
https://maken.wikiwijs.nl/95600/Tilburg_Textielstad#!page-2967780
https://maken.wikiwijs.nl/95600/Tilburg_Textielstad#!page-2967780
https://maken.wikiwijs.nl/95600/Tilburg_Textielstad#!page-2967780
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/
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Stop Press 

Motorkite Dreaming 

 

Hauraki Aero Club is having a Pot Luck Dinner at their 

Clubhouse on Thames Airfield Sunday 6 October with 

dinner commencing at 6pm followed by a film evening to show MotorKite Dreaming 

https://youtu.be/1Tx0ISs4ro8 

New Headgear and shirts now available from Tony Turner 

027-314-1826 

 

Sizes available    

T Shirts $35 – (2XL, XL, L, M)  Caps $20 

 

 

 

This book has certainly given me time to 

think about our early years here in NZ. Phil Lightband’s book was 

recommended to me and I thoroughly enjoyed the story of not only Phil 

but the story of flying in NZ when the topdressing industry was booming 

and aircraft sales were going great guns.  

 

Geoff advised that the wreath laying ceremony for 

Sir Keith Park was a great success on 15th 

September at Sir Keith Park’s statue in Thames 

attended by approx. 35 guests and 70 plus 

residents ….his address follows in STOP PRESS 

 

 

Happy Spring Season  This 

https://youtu.be/1Tx0ISs4ro8
http://carlarolfe.blogspot.com/
http://carlarolfe.blogspot.com/
http://carlarolfe.blogspot.com/
http://carlarolfe.blogspot.com/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nd/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nd/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nd/3.0/
http://chaidir.web.id/2013/09/bahaya-serangan-virus-chat-facebook-pesan-terkirim-sendiri.html
http://chaidir.web.id/2013/09/bahaya-serangan-virus-chat-facebook-pesan-terkirim-sendiri.html
http://chaidir.web.id/2013/09/bahaya-serangan-virus-chat-facebook-pesan-terkirim-sendiri.html
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A QWIK QUIZZ 

 

Radio Calls at Unattended Aerodromes -  Advisory Circular AC 91-9 

 

Now which Volume do we find the Distress calls format in the NZAIP? 
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Geoff Furkert’s address to the Wreath Laying Ceremony at the  

Statue of Sir Keith Park, Thames: 15th September 2019 

 

I think it is appalling the lack of knowledge, lack of acknowledgement and lack of tribute paid to Sir 

Keith Park – especially in his own country. Why is this so? 

Here is a very brief overview of his extraordinary career: 

➢ To begin with his WW1 record, first as an artillery officer landed a Gallipoli, later fighting at 

the Somme where he transitioned to the Royal Flying Corps after being wounded, finishing 

the war as a fighter pilot ace with 20 confirmed victories; 

➢ Preparation for WW2 from 1935 – 39 in conjunction with Lord Hugh Dowding in the design 

and implementation of the command and control infrastructure – key to winning the Battle of 

Britain and later the defence of the UK; 

➢ Commanding and winning the air war over Dunkirk; 

➢ Commanding and winning the main forcers of the Battle of Britain - as some know; 

➢ Commanding and winning the air defence of Egypt; 

➢ Commanding and winning the air defence of Malta - key to the 8th Army victories in North 

Africa principally through starving Rommel’s tanks of fuel; 

➢ Air defence as Air Officer Commanding the campaign in South East Asia in the closing stages 

of WW2 – his highest rank; 

➢ In Singapore for the surrender of the Japanese 1945. With Admiral Lord Louis Mountbatten, 

Lieutenant General Slim, and Air Chief Marshal Sir Keith Park – signatories to the surrender 

documents 12 September 1945; 

➢ Chairman of the Auckland Airport Committee 1951 – 55 for which he has received little 

recognition to this day; 

➢ Auckland City Councillor, 

➢ On the Board of Trustees of the New Zealand Foundation for the Blind; 

➢ Supporter of Sir Dove Myer Robinson in diverting sewerage from the Waitemata Harbour; 

supporter of St Matthew in the City restoration; facilities for epileptics (Park Lodge); 

Pakuranga Children’s Health Camp; and the Auckland Memorial Museum – arranging for a 

Spitfire gift for display. 

 

I urge you all to be inspired by today to promote an understanding of Sir Keith and pay well deserved 

tribute to what he achieved in both his military and civil lives.  

A hero indeed for us all. 

 


