Mercury Bay Flyer

May 2025 Editor: Wally Pendray
021 907 782 email: pendrayw@gmail.com

Flying Activity:

To the left is the new solar farm taking shape to the south west
of the aerodrome and making quite a statement on the ground

A 3 ?%:.: //7//;7//,,,,,,”“““ ,_‘:\\ for us flyers but largely unseen by passing motorists
o il ,//,‘ ;/m»-. | =
s Y e { Wet weather in April has

caused many events to be
cancelled. The short video
to the left was my
ambitious plan to fly down
to Rangiora for propeller
maintenance followed by a
couple of nights at
Kenepuru Sounds on return, then off to the RAANZ annual fly-in at
Waipukurau. That was cancelled due weather bomb so took place
the following week but not to the original plan. on YouTube by

/D Marlborough Lines Classic CI’Ckmg the P’Cture‘

Flghters Omaka
F——. CLASSI(C/IC/( to View Classic Flyers Easter event at Omaka
CANCELLED... See more also suffered the same consequences
as my Rangiora trip and was cancelled
due weather.

aPRIL18.- 20,
EASTER WEEKEND

= ) ALLTICKETS GO IN THE
S I A FUIGHT N YAK-3 FULL NDISE

Kauri Mountain fly-in was also
cancelled by Northern Aviators due
weather so we are all wanting and
improvement in May to tick off some of these flying events. The link below
shows a take off and landing on a previous visit to Kauri Mountain.

) AviationNetwork

Jetconnect is seeking type-rated or #nontyperat
First Officers on Boeing 737 to be insc:i in AucMmd
or \f\eHH\QlOI‘\ New Zealand. Visit

Network M to apply.

Photo Credit: Mark B. Imagery

WORLD PILOTS' DAY

Wishing you safe flights..
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https://youtu.be/v3OMaQfc-7A
https://youtu.be/sU0j1Rtv_G4?si=yYi7AijyONFEZXb7
https://studio.youtube.com/video/75RdOhUB29Q/edit
https://www.classicflyersnz.com/
https://www.youtube.com/clip/Ugkx2Jt8ge4VR562Gsh3S1s0aTjjTnCxU6q-
https://www.aerotime.aero/articles/30829-history-of-international-pilots-day
https://aviationnetwork.com/#jobs

Mercury Bay Flyer
CORO CLUB CAFE & Venue e
break for

Contact Phone 021 0800 2970 or
Hello@coro.club

Specials Phone ahead to see what
delights are on offer each day

Hours Wednesday to Friday

Smantha Tavorai, Niklas Brandt

Cafe,
CLICK to View Weekends 8am -3pm —
iklas Brandt arrived from Swe-

Closed Monday & Tuesdays SR il a4 it Gomo

Club. This is Whitianga's best kept

Serving all day brunch, cabinet food and daily lunch Specials | st o ot the whiiangs

airport it offers high quality inno-
vative meals. Their standards are
well recognised with the Coro Club
being named New Zealand's Best
Airport Café in 2024

It has been a labour of love for
Niklas to build the Café and its

N Otices from Com m ittee: team but he feels he now needs a

break. So, it’s back to Sweden for a

break of up to three months, aim-
ing to return refreshed and with

MBAC Committee 2024-25 e repes St ki b e
meantime, the Coro Club remains

President Evan Wheeler 021 924 807 - Hangarage enquiries too || °vch with its competent team

Vice President Keith Skilling 021 333 767 o~ . .

Secretary Mike Norton 021 667 866 Qi‘\'

Treasurer Bruce Turner 021 388 343 v

Club Captain John Gemmell 027 498 5381

Ordinary Executive Members — Brian Wigley, Alan Coubray, James Andreae, Graeme Spurdle

AGM.

MERCURY BAY AERO CLUB INC

NOTICE OF The AGM is to be held on Saturday 10 May 25 in the Main Hangar
A“““AL behind the Coro Club Café & Venue.

GENERAL MEETING

To be held in the Main Hangar
1.00 pm Saturday 10 May 2025

Aerodrome Works

The new concrete entrance to the final hangar build has
now been laid to improve access to these hangars...the
next development will be the security fence to ensure
access is restricted to only hangar owners or those with
passes to enter through these gates....

Page 2 of 9



https://www.facebook.com/COROCLUBWHITIANGA
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Q_  whitianga wettest on record for a \!,

Al News Images Videos Shortvideos Shopr

4 Al Overview &

Yes, based on available data, Whititianga is
experiencing its wettest April on record in
2025. The provided data indicates that
Whititianga has received significantly more
rainfall than normal for the three-month period
of March-April-May. The NIWA data shows that
Whititianga Aero AWS has received an above-
normal rainfall range of 487-872 mm for this
period. ¢

Rainfall Mar-Apr-May -
NIWA

@ NwA

Updated on: 21:39Y, Thursday 1/ April 2025

**WIND* *
Wind Direction: 29 degrees magnetic
Wind Speed
Instantaneous: 22 knots
3 sec Average: 22 knots
1 min Average: 18 knots
Peak Gust (last 10 minutes)
from inst: 38 knots
from time period: 34 knots
Peak Gust
this hour: 38 knots (21:34)
last hour: 43 knots (20:20)

**PRESSURE * *
Met Service QNH: 1011.3 hPa

**CLOUD COVER**
(height in feet)
Cloud data not available




WHITIANGA
NON.CERTIFICATED AERODROME (1)

NZWTAD2- 1.2 AP New Zestand

WHITIANGA
AERODROME (2)

13, Arcraft over 1,500 kg must use mown Tuming bays.

14, Helicopter refueling on runway side of pump anly.

frst avllesie taxiway to minimise ruay wear.
ingitacitation fees and aeied brieing — see MBAC mebsite s Ibac 50,02
17. AN sccess/exit to the runwey must be vi the designsted pints.
16, Backtracking I not permted akngeice actve ruweys i use.

/22 at times moved sideways and length varies to reduce grass wesr. Active
1020 by white thveshold marker boards — CHECK NOTAMS.

3. CAUTION: Bird hazard. Gulk, Flovers, Paradise Ducks and Canadian Goasa on airfield at times.
4. CAUTION: Stveet lighes on agproach to RYAY 041

5 ON: During winter manths confine aifcraft movements to contraline of af FunWays.
507 ground can deveiop beyond runway boundarles and manoeuvrng arsas.

@ Hosel airreft flying mey take pisce during daylght hours.

© Pkcusiset down area — o parking.

@ Overfiow aircraft parking backed to fence line.

10. Mowing may ke place ot ary time — clear radio cals imperative.
11, Downvind take-offs and landings rat permitted.

12. NOISE ABATEMENT: Aporoach for RWY 22 shculd be stabilised on final before crossing beach
[ s 2w om0 s e s o e A s

(eontinued)

WHITIANGA

5 Civil Aviticn Authorsy AERODROME (1 WHITIANGA
Sifective. 17 PR 25

$364954 E2754043%

17 APR 25

\ A HOME OUR CLUB AIRFIELD AIRCRAFT TRAINING DOCUMENTS & NEWS PAY LANDING FEE CONTACT
Mercury Bay Aero Club Inc.

DOCUMENTS,; NEWS & NOTICES

Gallagher Insurance — www.ajg.co.nz or bill.beard@ajg.co.nz

Hart & Associates Ltd — Chartered Accounts — www al.co

Whitianga Waterways — www.whitiangawaterways.co.nz sa w
|



https://guindaleraprimaria.wordpress.com/category/6o/english-6o-6o/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/
http://www.whitiangawaterways.co.nz/
http://www.ajg.co.nz/
mailto:bill.beard@ajg.co.nz
http://www.hartal.co.nz/
https://mbac.co.nz/ournews/

Wayne Lester is at Whitianga, Coro.... ***

4h - &

From concept drawings to reality is finally nearing
completion.

30 exhibits this year planned -
Tauranga Model Railway with a hands on self drive

layout + Raurimu Spiral layout

Mixed Trains x 5 local layouts
Military Boats, miniature houses, frog collection

Planes, Cars, Lego

Classic Flyers Aviation Museum
9 Jean Batten Drive, Mt Maunganui
Doors open 7.30 am. Auction starts 10.00am

Werango okl Ararate Qb line.

www.taurangamodelfly.org/annual-auction

or
Contact the Club Secretary - Garry Bentley
Phone: 027 6432103

Email: taurangamodelfly@gmail.com —) . .
lick to View

> o B & (& O 3


https://youtu.be/Ql0gYW32-9A?si=lyyD7DOOeXzNz_zD
https://taurangamodelfly.org/annual-auction/
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100009244314783

“I DON'T THINK WE SHOULD
PUT OUT SHERRY CAKE
CRUMBS AGAIN.

The Incredible Story Of Juliane

Koepcke, The Teenager Who Fell

10,000 Feet Out Of A Plane And
Somehow Survived

Ki

Juliane Koepcke was aboard LANSA Flight 508 on December 24,
1971 when it was struck by lightning, causing her to plummet
10,000 feet to the Amazon rainforest below.

4 & 5 June Night circuits

(TAC)

TAURANGA AERO CLUB
~ “COMPETITIONS 2024/25

‘The 2024/2025 competition cycle has begunt Please see below dates* of each
competition!
 westhr depercre.

AEROBATICS AND STREAMER CUTTING

REGIONALS - TE KUITI

LIFE RAFT

NATIONALS - HASTINGS
BOMBING
APRIL27TH - OPEN CIRCUITS
MAY 25TH - FORCED LANDINGS WITHOUT POWER
JUNE 4TH & STH - NIGHT CIRCUITS
JUNE29TH - NON-INSTRUMENT CIRCUITS
JULY 27TH - LOW FLYING AND INSTRUMENT
AUGUST 31ST - HEARTLAND RALLY

Night competfition
0L L 4&5th June 2025

May

+.Open to everyone, even if you don't

PreSident’s Re [ ] ort A -3procisioln circu;is

. »
Book in now
infoeflytac.co.nz
07 575 3210



https://allthatsinteresting.com/juliane-koepcke?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTEAAR5im_xXYy4lt-a0EyQ9CEM2jyaGWlefbIdmwlRcwztaCmLNLXHEBDh1PWtkOg_aem_HjuXvtHjgp2h0C-c0LkfFQ
https://flytac.co.nz/events/
https://youtu.be/vB6c2U_iyNw
https://flytac.co.nz/events/

Mercury Bay Flyer

Our existing rules only allow for a President to hold this office for a maximum three-year term before having
to stand aside. My current three term is up, and | am standing aside at the completion of the AGM on Friday
|0th May but remaining on the executive as Vice President.

We will be circulating the new draft of the constitution later in the year but do welcome any feedback from
members now while we are in the process. This will be completed by Xmas.

HANGARS.

Work is now being completed on the rear aerodrome access road with concrete having been laid and new
security fence and gate to be installed. At time of writing, | have been advised there is a 6 week delay in
delivery of materials but am looking at an alternative supplier to get the work completed sooner than later.
The new fence will enclose the complete rear area from the boundary with Westpac through to the existing
security fence by the self storage units behind the airfield house.

AIRFIELD HOUSE.

The existing tenants are currently moving out prior to us completing some overdue maintenance with
fencing, painting and heat pumps etc as required under the healthy homes act due to come into force 1//7/25.
This is a three-bedroom house and will be available for renting once the up grade work is completed.

RUNWAY/IRRIGATION.

We have been fortunate that the weather pattern over the summer has seen rain fall almost weekly on the
airfield helping maintain some grass growth. This last week or so has been very wet. We are still awaiting
the consent from Environment Waikato to irrigate with wastewater. Without going into detail, it's
unbelievable how a bureaucrat is unable to comprehend information provided on the application, questions
which have the answers already provided, accompanied with an extra fee for the question. Example: What
are you doing to prevent the treated wastewater entering the stream or drains if the holding tank ruptures?
Answer, The wastewater is currently being poured into the stream direct from the wastewater ponds under
the existing TCDC council consent issued by EW and we have already said the tank will be within a bund

anyway
AGM

The AGM is scheduled for 10th May in the main Hangar. Light refreshments available. We will need a
quorum as there may be an election for three positions on the committee. Look forward to seeing you
there. Evan Wheeler
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Mercury Bay Student Aviation Trust
RV12 Project Log

Hours No. of students Job reference
12:30-17:00 10 Nose Landing Gear, Fuel Lines, Flaperon

Nose Landing Gear

Reuben, Sam and Isaiah are working with Andy today on the
nose landing gear. Today their task was to start assembling the
nose wheel assembly. This component holds the wheel/tyre
and allows the fibreglass fairings to be attached. The students
learnt about castle nuts, torque wrenches and torque settings
today. The main goal was to get to the stage of fitting the front
wheel.

This is our last week with Andy as he makes his way back home
to the USA. Thanks for sharing all your knowledge and helping
us out Andy, it’s been fun!

Fuel Lines

Kane and Liam have been teamed up with Jim today to start
the fabrication of fuel lines. The keys skills being learnt today
are using a pipe cutter, using a pipe bender and a pipe flaring
tool. This task requires a large amount of measuring and
precision. Care had to be taken to ensure all the fittings where
on the fuel line before bending or flaring the tube.

Flaperon Construction

It has been a challenging day out the front of the workshop as
the students have been learning about the properties of
stainless steel and in particular the technique for drilling it. It
has been a day of rich learning for the students. The rest of the
day was spent assembling the flaperon that will fit to the wing
that we have just completed.

Wing Light

Le Sueur and Dan are back on the wing trying to make sense of
the wing light lens instructions. It has been an afternoon of
thinking and progress. Once we get some double-sided tape,
the lens will be fitted.

We are on school holidays for the next two weeks, thanks for following us!

Mercury BaygArea School

\Whitiangs - Mercury Bay - The Coremandel Peninsula - New Zealand
To Kura o Yo Whanganul-a Hel




Mercury Bay Student Aviation Trust
RVI12 Project Log

Mercury BaygArea School

Whitlanga - Mercury Blay - The Coromandel Peniniula - New Zealand
To Kura o To Whanganui-s Hel




