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Flying Activity: 

Club Captain John Vanderwee advises Landing Competitions going ahead this Saturday 6 December 

at Whitianga Aerodrome so standby for an additional briefing sheet to be sent out by email. 

Meantime get those practice landings in before the weather changes and stops those sorties 

happening. 

 

 

 

 

The power trenches have been refilled and the  

Notam has been cancelled as we go to print. 

A number of our Whitianga Coffee Flyers-drinkers were seen earlier in 

November sampling Pauanui brews while fine weather prevailed. 

Coro Club Cafe & Venue Summer hours  

7 days per week 28 Dec -18 Jan   8 am to 3pm 

New Years Day will be OPEN 

for coffee and cabinet food from 8 am 

until the kitchen Opens at 9 am 

 

18 January ‘26 

onwards Wednesday to Sunday 8 am 

to 3pm 

 

Click to View 

https://youtu.be/yNROAro5plM?si=7o6blnX1RO-FlZdT
https://youtu.be/fRx_UAFA-y0
https://www.facebook.com/COROCLUBWHITIANGA/
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MBAC Committee 2025-26 

President  Keith Skilling         021 333 767 

Vice President   Evan Wheeler       021 924 807         New Hangar purchase/rentals 

Secretary  Mike Norton         021 667 866 

Treasurer  Bruce Turner        021 388 343    ----------    MBAC Hangar rental/ enquires 

Club Captain   John Vanderwee    021 185 2409 

Ordinary Executive Members – Alan Coubray, Graeme Spurdle, Steve Chilcott, 

 

Notices from committee: 

New electrical connections are underway, as seen on the photos, with extensive trenching on the 

runway side of the new hangars.  

Security gate for the new hangars has been installed and electrical 

connections to operate 

it should be completed 

in the next couple of 

weeks. 

Alan has arrived back 

in Whitianga with the 

framework for the 

construction of the 

new pumphouse 

building which will 

house the runway 

irrigation pump.   
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Presidents Report 

Things are ramping up at the club as the weather improves, along with the extra evening daylight 

hours. 

The Whiti flyers WhatsApp group is working very well with good communications coming through 

on social events and trips away. Great to see six club aircraft at Pauanui for coffee along with 12 

members recently. 

If you would like more warnings re social and flying activities, along with the occasional piece of 

must have advice, please contact Club Captain John Vanderwee and he will include you. 

There is a huge amount of work going on around the club at the moment installing power upgrades 

and cabling for power to the new hangar blocks and irrigation plant. There will be some 

inconvenience while this work is carried out over the next few weeks so please take extra care 

around the hangars and taxiways, and check Notam's. 

The irrigation pipes will be going in this week along both sides of 04/22 so any help will be gratefully 

received. Please contact Evan if you are available to help. Weather permitting, we may hire a scissor 

lift for hangar owners to clean their gutters out and de moss the south side of some of them. Some 

gutters are seriously full and please remember that it is the owner’s responsibility to clean them, 

not the club's. Please no ladders. 

With the needed irrigation going in, it is a good time to also put power through to the new 

hangars. The club can easily cover the cost of these projects in the medium term, but with both 

projects happening together, club finances could be stretched in the short term. On advice, the 

committee is in the process of negotiating a loan, basically an overdraft at mortgage rates. The loan 

amount is well within the 5% of club assets, as allowed by the constitution, without getting AGM 

approval.  

We have received valuations on the hangars in A block that are owned by the club. These hangars 

will be offered to the current occupiers at the lower of the received valuations. Should the offer 

not be taken up, rent will be adjusted to market rates. Occupiers to expect notification soon.  

Helicopter pilots note. There have been some very good examples of some pretty shabby 

airmanship by some helicopter pilots here recently. All aircraft, including helicopters, are required 

to follow non controlled airfield arrival and departure procedures and those laid down by the 

airfield owner (the club). To help, we have introduced helicopter arrival procedures from the NW 

for your convenience and for those who don't feel up to using standard procedures. Just because 

Whitianga is uncontrolled and seems like a sleepy hollow at times, it doesn't mean you can treat it 

like a rural paddock, sadly those days are gone. 
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We recently had several helicopters parked overnight along the no parking sign on taxiway D, 

blocking the taxiway, not helpful. We will shortly be promulgating overnight helicopter parking on 

the grass to the NW of hangar block E. In the meantime, please read the signs and charts. 

Our new security gate from Abrahamsons drive is now operational. Hangar owners will soon 

receive instructions on how to open it. The gate code will be strictly for hangar owners and 

operated by cell phone only. 

A huge amount of work has been put into the new constitution, as required by law, by Mike 

Norton and Evan Wheeler so a big thank you to you both. This will have to be approved by a 

special AGM, probably before Christmas, we need a party! 

Competitions next Saturday the 6th, it will be fun. 

Cheers Keith 

Happy Summer Season 

 

Next Executive Meeting –  Friday 19th December 2025 1000am 

  

Whitianga Aerodrome is on Facebook  

 

 

Let’s get out there in our flying machines while we have this great summer 

weather!  

Click to View 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/1293743144878029
https://mbac.co.nz/ournews/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1293743144878029
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Please Support Our Sponsors:  

Whitianga Waterways – www.whitiangawaterways.co.nz 

Avsure Insurance – www.aig.co.nz or bill.beard@aig.co.nz 

Hart & Associates Ltd – Chartered Accounts – www.hartal.co.nz   

 

Mercury Bay Model Club 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Recent activity on our modellers area of our ‘drome has seen 

the fine weather, light wind activity stepped up while our good 

weather has got these pilots early out of bed and ready for 

action.   

 

 

 

New Members 

New member Kevin Potter has joined our Club so welcome aboard Kevin 

and hope you enjoy our Whitianga Aerodrome and Mercury Bay environment. 

 

http://www.whitiangawaterways.co.nz/
http://www.aig.co.nz/
mailto:bill.beard@aig.co.nz
http://www.hartal.co.nz/
https://www.facebook.com/photo?fbid=3977197205931717&set=pcb.3977198242598280
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Flying Events 

 

30 December Whananaki Fly IN 

 

Contact Martin Farrand 021 933 804 if interested as there are specific procedures to be adhered to 

for this location 

- 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Click to View 

https://www.aerodromeit.co.nz/waap/airfields2.shtml
https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=899366308890847&set=pb.100064524589451.-2207520000
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Whitianga Summer Concert – Monday 26 

January 26 Cancelled 

 

                   

 

              

Marlborough Aero Club 

7th Feb 2026 …  

https://allaboutwhitianga.co.nz/mercury-bay-events/concerts-gigs/whitianga-summer-concert-2025
https://marlboroughaeroclub.co.nz/products/healthy-bastards-bush-pilot-champs
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Be there for Fun in the Sun and take your tent  

 

Click to View  

Havelock Mussel Festival  

Can advise on airstrips nearby  

021 907 782 

 

 

Stop Press 

 

 

 

Headgear and polo shirts - available from Bruce 

Turner 021 388 343 

Sizes available - polo Shirts $38 – 

(2XL, XL, L, M) Caps $20 

 

New VNCs are here    Click to View             

Click to View 

https://www.facebook.com/argosy.org.nz
https://www.havelockmusselfestival.co.nz/
https://shop.aeropath.aero/products/c5-c6-vnc-napier-gisborne-auckland-south-1-250-000-27-november-2025?_pos=4&_sid=3a74701c9&_ss=r
https://youtu.be/IFXn5JzGljc


Me rcury Bay Flyer                         
December 2025                                                                                Editor:  Wally Pendray  

                          021 907 782  

email: pendrayw@gmail.com  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Zulu Time Zulu Time is the international standardized time in aviation (not only in aviation) and 

is the same no matter where on the globe you happen to be. Obviously if you fly a plane through 

several time zones you can’t have everybody constantly do the math or all the pilots would be as 

confused as Chuck all the time. Weather information, flight plans, tower information, everything 

runs of Zulu time in aviation. And quite frankly, if you fly a plane from LA to Frankfurt, who cares 

what the local time in Idaho is, right?! 

The name “Zulu Time” was chosen because a) it sounds cool and b) pilots like to come up with 

abbreviations and terms that nobody else understands. 

 

https://www.chickenwingscomics.com/info/pilot-lingo-explained/
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