
 

Page 1 of 8  

  

Click to View  

Mercury Bay Flyer  

 January 2026                         Editor:  Wally Pendray  
                                021 907 782 email: pendrayw@gmail.com  

Flying Activity:   
  

December 16th saw the team of Alan Coubray and John Vanderwee 
assembling the new pump shed for the runway watering system to be 
supplied with the water from town supply. This will be very necessary 
as already the runway grass has dried out significantly with the hot and 
windy conditions we have been experiencing this December. 
 
Club Captain John Vanderwee was also very lucky to get fine conditions 
to engage his enthusiastic pilot competitors in the Bombing and Spot 
Landing competitions on 
Whitianga runway 22, held 

Saturday afternoon 6 December. Everyone tried very 
enthusiastically to be the ultimate winner and here are the results.  
 
Winner bombing Rob Llewelyn - centre of the cross!!!! 
Winner spot landing Evan Wheeler & Richard Hood        
 

MBAC had their 
Christmas party in the hangar 
and went off very well with the 
weather on the day providing 
fine warm conditions. 
   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

       

Another sortie flown by our Whiti Flyers was the 

BBQ lunch at Te Kuiti. Fine conditions prevailed 

so 7 of our aircraft arrived for lunch and a good 

chin wag with the Te Kuiti members 

 

 

Click to View 

https://youtu.be/5AKVpFerJEU
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Coro Club Café & Venue 
     

Samantha and her team have been 

improving their menu all the time as 

can be seen from the pictures here. 

Fly ins and local residents are keen to 

sample the delightful foods and venue.  

 

Hours 8am - 3pm 7 days 

until 18 January 2026   
 

hello@coro.club   or 021 08002970 to speak to the team 

 
 

Notices from committee: 

MBAC Committee 2025/26 

President  Keith Skilling       021 333 767 

Vice President        Evan Wheeler     021 924 807    Hangar purchase/ Rentals 

Secretary  Mike Norton       021 667 866 

Treasurer  Bruce Turner      021 388 343    Casual Hangar rentals 

Club Captain  John Vanderwee  021 185 2409 

Ordinary Executive Members – Alan Coubray, Graeme Spurdle, Steve Chilcott. 

                                

 

Hangar gutter washing and 

moss spraying has been 

started in December but 

weather interrupted so 

now looking for volunteers 

in January. 

 
New electricity supply to 

hangars and water pump 

shed have been installed 
 

Click to View  

mailto:hello@coro.club
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Presidents Report  

On behalf of the MBAC committee I hope that you had a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year as 

we look forward to a great 2026. 

 

December was a very busy month at the club with competitions, the Christmas party and lots of work 

being carried out around the airfield. We get a lot of very favourable comments about the airfield facilities 

and conditions and I remind you all that this is entirely due to our volunteer club members who put in a lot 

of time and effort to make the airfield what it is today. 

 

The competitions were a great success with various different bombing and landing techniques tried, with 

limited success, and some well deserved disqualifications. Great fun was had by all and a special thanks to all 

the wives, partners and children who kept track of it all at the targets. 

 

Santa made a surprise visit to the Christmas party with a large bag of secret presents and there was a 

wonderful table of food provided by everyone. A special thanks our chef Peter Walton and Santa. 

 

You may notice earthworks and a new shed adjacent to hangar block E. This is the start of our new 

irrigation system that will be completed in early January. When completed, this will maintain our runway 

during the dry summer periods, that are hopefully arriving soon. On that note, we are still getting members 

and visitors back tracking on the runway against specific instructions on our airfield charts not to do so. 

This is not helping the condition of the grass and very frustrating for the volunteers that try to maintain it. 

We have heard all sorts of excuses why pilots ignore these instructions, but none of them stack up. I 

consider it vandalism and have considered home detention or a short jail term for miscreants but so far I 

have no support from the committee! Please read the charts and use the taxiways! 

 

The hangar gutter cleaning is becoming a huge task. A whole day was spent on the scissor lift by John, Evan 

Peter and Sam and only one side of block E was completed. Throughout the day they were given ample 

advice and encouragement from various club members but please remember that this is the hangar owners' 

responsibility and some blocks are starting to look decidedly shabby. 



Mercury Bay Flyer  

  

Page 4 of 8  

 

The new security fence and cameras are working well and already there has been a noticeable reduction in 

'visitors'. If you have any issues with the gate or for that matter with the airfield, please contact a committee 

member, we value your input. 

 

The peninsular and Whitianga are very busy places over the holiday period, just take a look at the snapshot 

of a period on the 28th of December below, and in particular the Whitianga circuit. Can you imagine the 

VHF clutter? We had a couple of close calls on that day, so I can't emphasize enough the importance of 

good radio and circuit discipline every time we fly. It's not difficult, it just requires thought and common 

sense....be careful out there and enjoy the summer. 

 

Cheers Keith 

 

 

New Members   
 

New member Justin Senior has joined the MBAC this month so please welcome him into our world when 

next you see them on the airfield having fun.  

 

Flying Events    This is a good list of the must do s this flying season 

 Thames Wings and Wheels 

Saturday 24 January 2026 

Planning is well under way for this exciting 

event, at the Sir Keith Park Memorial 

Airfield. 10.00 am – 3.00 pm. It will be a 

great family day out for everyone. 

Keep an eye out for further information. 

SEE 

YOU 

THERE! 

 Click to view 

 

 

 

CLICK to View 

https://wingsandwheelsthames.com/
https://www.sirkeithparkmemorial.org.nz/site_files/28116/upload_files/blog/SKPMAIncNewsletter20December2025.pdf
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http://www.flyingnz.co.nz/ 

 

Healthy Bastards Omaka Airfield 7 February 26 

 

 

ART Deco Napier THURSDAY 19 FEBRUARY 2026 – 

SUNDAY 22 FEBRUARY 2026 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Warbirds over Wanaka 3,4,5April 2026 

 

Sir Tim was the driving force behind the event for 20 years after the first 

airshow “Warbirds On Parade” was held in 1988.  His pure joy and 

enthusiasm for the event ensured there were plenty of others to help 

him put together what rapidly became the Southern Lakes biggest and 

best-known event. 

 

 

 

 

CLICK to View  

CLICK to View 

https://www.flyingnz.co.nz/events-competitions/calendar-1
https://www.flyingnz.co.nz/events-competitions/calendar-1
https://www.artdecofestival.co.nz/
https://www.warbirdsoverwanaka.com/
https://balloonsoverwaikato.co.nz/
https://marlboroughaeroclub.co.nz/pages/healthy-bastards
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Mercury Bay Model Club 

EXCEPTIONAL AERO-MODELLING!  

Andrew White's Burgess Dunne BD1-B Float Aeroplane 

Superb model of the BD1-B with 1169mm wingspan. All up 

weight is 250g. Build information here: 

https://www.rcgroups.com/forums/showt... 

Filmed by Dom for the 'Essential RC' YouTube channel at the 

BMFA 2025 Scale Indoor Nationals hosted using the Panasonic HC-X2 4K camcorder.  

 

 

 

    Whitianga Aerodrome     

 

Let’s get out there in our flying machines while the long days are here!    

 

Next Executive Meeting - Friday 16 January 2026 at 1000hrs   

Please Support Our Sponsors: 

Whitianga Waterways – www.whitiangawaterways.co.nz  

Avsure Insurance – www.aig.co.nz or bill.beard@aig.co.nz 

Hart & Associates Ltd – Chartered Accounts – www.hartal.co.nz   

 

 

Happy Summer Season 

CLICK to View 

https://www.rcgroups.com/forums/showt
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1293743144878029
http://www.whitiangawaterways.co.nz/
http://www.whitiangawaterways.co.nz/
http://www.whitiangawaterways.co.nz/
http://www.avsure.co.nz/
http://www.aig.co.nz/
mailto:bill.beard@aig.co.nz
http://www.hartal.co.nz/
http://www.hartal.co.nz/
http://www.hartal.co.nz/
https://mbac.co.nz/ournews/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1293743144878029
https://youtu.be/kyiLY2-1iPQ
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*Stop Press *  

New Headgear and shirts now available from Bruce Turner 021 388 343 

 

 

 
 

  

Here is a book for aviators to read about the interesting 

formative years of helicopter aviation when things didn’t 

always go to plan the way we expect them too these days. 

 

 

  

   

 

 

 

 

  
                   

  

  

CLICK to View 

https://www.penguin.co.nz/books/born-to-fly-9781775536925
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A great article about Ron Connell from the Informer Summer edition 25/26 

 

If you would like to walk into Whitianga town and take in the 

sights. 2.8 kms and about 38 minutes – Aircraft Parking is available 

here on the Airpark aprons: local taxi 07 866 4777 or 021 155 55 

58 … if walking isn’t your mode of transport 


