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Mercury Bay Flyer  

 June 2026                

Editor:  Wally Pendray  
                               021 907 782 email: pendrayw@gmail.com 

Flying Activity:  

A nine 

aircraft sortie 

flew to 

Matamata 
recently to 

enjoy a BBQ 

lunch and a coffee while chatting to club members and 

watching the parachuting nearby.  

Barrier Air continues to supply a very well patronised service between Auckland Airport and Whitianga 

and its great to see this service being used by so many people. Check their reduced schedule here through 

to end of October        It will vary somewhat throughout winter so be sure to check for any variations to 

their flights. 

June brings us up to that month of Winter that 

has some still wishing for the long days of 

summer. We have had such a beautiful settled 

Autumn in May to been able to fly in - that it’s 

always a little unsettling to see the dark clouds 

and rain return to our winterless north of the 

Coromandel Penninsula. 

Congratulations                 to Saki Mosen who passed her SE instrument 

rating!! Bravo. We all enjoyed a few celebratory drinks with her on the 

Friday Deck after this 

announcement came in.  

Another coffee run to the right 

shows the recent fine weather 

flight to Thames.  

 

Click to View Click to View 

mailto:pendrayw@gmail.com
https://youtu.be/Q9VNsMtP8ZY?si=My8imbQVWxyBXImE
https://www.barrierair.co.nz/Fly-Auckland-to-Whitianga/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vSyWgNledw8
https://youtu.be/uTkXDQrIWgs
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 Coro Club Café & Venue     

 

Specials Daily  

 

 

Contact: Phone 021 0800 2970  or 

Hello@coro.club 

Phone ahead to see what delights are on offer each day         

 

Hours Wednesday to Saturday 8:00 am - 2pm ; Sunday 9am - 2pm Closed Monday & Tuesdays  

Serving all day brunch, cabinet food and daily lunch Specials 

 

Notices from committee:         

MBAC Committee 2026-27 

President  Evan Wheeler      021 924 807   

Vice President  Keith Skilling        021 333 767   

Secretary  Mike Norton       021 667 866 

Treasurer  Bruce Turner       021 388 343  -  Hangarage enquiries too    

Club Captain   John Vanderwee   021 185 2409 

Ordinary Executive Members – Alan Coubray, Graeme Spurdle, Steve Chilcott, Robert Llewellyn. 

 

 

 

 

mailto:Hello@coro.club
https://www.facebook.com/COROCLUBWHITIANGA
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Taxiway D has 

been 

NOTAM’ed 

closed while 

works are 

underway for 

drainage and 

concreting the 

taxiway so that 

it remains usable 

during the wet 

winter months. 

 

 

 

 

 

A bit of moss spraying on the refuelling apron will brighten up 

the concrete again over the next couple of months. 

 

 

The AGM on 24 May was well attended with 28 members 

being present at the AGM and reelection of officers of the 

MBAC. This was followed by a very successful sauage sizzle and drinks afterwards to review the path 

forward with the accompanying photos of the works in progress 

 

President’s Report 

 

Mercury Bay Aero Club AGM – Sunday 24 May, 2026 

 

It is my pleasure to present this President’s Report for the 

past year. 
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The Club is currently in a very strong position, with a significant amount of work being undertaken to 

improve both our assets and facilities. We are fortunate to have an excellent committee that puts in an 

enormous amount of work behind the scenes, supported by numerous volunteers who generously give 

their time and expertise. On behalf of the club, I would like to sincerely thank everyone involved for their 

continued commitment and support. 

 

A major focus this year has been infrastructure improvements. The new irrigation system is now ready for 

installation, and we are currently awaiting Council’s installation of the control valve, which is now well 
overdue. Final compliance approval has recently been obtained. The project also requires the installation of 

three-phase power and we are currently awaiting PowerCo to install this and a new 200-amp plinth for this 

upgrade. This will save the club from the very substantial cost of installing a new transformer and this same 

power supply will also service the new hangars, with the aero Club covering the cost of power to the 

hangars. 

 

Another important improvement has been the new concrete work on Taxiway Delta. Flooding during wet 

periods has been preventing access from the hangars to the runway, and this work will now resolve that 

issue. Once Delta is completed, construction will commence on a new concrete taxiway for the A Block 

hangars. 

 

To ensure these projects could be completed before winter, the club established a BNZ loan facility of up 

to $500,000. This facility is at a very favourable interest rate and interest is only charged on the amount 

drawn down. At present, the club has drawn down approximately $90,000. This will be repaid through the 

sale of existing hangars owned by the club. We have recently sold three hangars, with negotiations currently 

underway on a further three. These are the original A Block hangars that were constructed by the current 

owners and, after twenty years rent-free occupation, have reverted back to Aero Club ownership under 

the terms of the original agreement. 

 

The Aero Club house required significant upgrading during the year. This work has now been completed, 

and the property now has long-term tenants. 

 

Flight training continues in MBB and C152 BUD. However, we currently only have two instructors, and 

attracting additional instructors remains an important priority for the club. 

 

We continue to be fortunate to have a very capable and hardworking committee. Sadly, Damien Barakat 

resigned during the year for personal reasons. Damien brought valuable skills and enthusiasm to the 

committee, and it was refreshing to have a young, qualified professional involved. We hope to see him 

return in the future. He will be replaced by Rob Llewellyn, who has recently purchased a hangar and a 

Cessna 172 and has already become very active within the club. We are very pleased to welcome Rob onto 

the Committee. 

 

I would particularly like to acknowledge the excellent work of Mike Norton and Evan Wheeler in 

completing the new club constitution and for their excellent support and work throughout the year. As well 

as doing a lot of unheralded mowing and maintenance work around the Airfield, I would like to also thank 

Wally Pendray particularly for putting together the club’s excellent monthly newsletter. 

 

We owe particular thanks to Bruce Turner for his tireless work as Treasurer, particularly after our 

previous Administrator resigned at very short notice. Bruce puts in a tremendous number of hours on the 

club’s behalf. Thank you Bruce. 
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Click to View 

I remind members that there is a WhatsApp group for active members who enjoy club functions and flights 

away. Our Club Captain, John Vanderwee, has organised some excellent club get-togethers and flights away. 

The last being a trip to Matamata for a BBQ in mid-May where nine aircraft from MBAC took part. If you 

are not on the WhatsApp group and would like to participate more, please contact John. 

 

Finally, I would like to say how much I have enjoyed my time as President. I have been very well supported 

by an extremely functional and dedicated team, which has made the role both rewarding and enjoyable. 

 

I now hand the role back to Evan Wheeler, who I know will continue the excellent work and progress 

currently underway at the club. 

 

Thank you for all your support. 

 

Keith Skilling 

President Mercury Bay Aero Club 

 

CLICK to View  

 

The MBAC website allows you to view the pictures within the newsletter in larger sizes on your PC  

Winter is upon us!  But the weather is still Ok if we pick a path between the weather !  

Next Executive Meeting - Friday 19th June at 10am. 

Please Support Our Sponsors:  

 

 

Whitianga Aerodrome 

 

New Members 
New members are wintering outa the club this month so we just have to keep 

on flying ourselves until the weather brightens up again on the bright side and 

entices them out of winter mode and back into our world. 
 

Whitianga Waterways – www.whitiangawaterways.co.nz 

Gallagher Insurance – www.ajg.co.nz  or bill.beard@ajg.co.nz 

Hart & Associates Ltd – Chartered Accounts – www.hartal.co.nz 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/1293743144878029
https://mbac.co.nz/ournews/
http://www.whitiangawaterways.co.nz/
http://www.ajg.co.nz/
mailto:bill.beard@ajg.co.nz
http://www.hartal.co.nz/
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Mercury Bay Model Club 
 

 

George Fletcher had fun recently as he suggests 

below 

                                                    

Strapped a camera to the top wing of an RC plane 

this morning, I'm very happy to do my flying 

standing on the ground 😆. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Stop Press  
  

New Headgear and shirts now available from Bruce Turner 021 388 343 

$20 per cap and polo shirts $38  

 

 

 

Feilding Fly In 

Sunday 7 June 26 - early 

Questions to Colin 027 451 5817 

…………  Or Stan 021 045 3801   

See Facebook 

 

Dargaville Aero Club 

 

Click FB Picture 

                                                

 

Dargaville Aero Club Saturday lunch 

 

 

 

 

 

Click to View  

Click to View  

https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=987126539871965&set=a.530760122175278&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZVY4l-4_pZqoayHAPG1_7rvyeoLh_Z9tIni1XMNYqvrsDKL13CYa79A8zH-WfkFVO7TLlV5FlwyLeQdlLxV27y-Be53fZlkBxj58NLFrHXXO4xDXT11VU0fa6hqnceQeQL0J0WCiNiLA8zvICO0YAkyLDqXq3Zd9HzotybTPja90A&__tn__=EH-R
https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=1301581722073825&set=pcb.1301588982073099
https://www.facebook.com/share/p/1BBq6ce33W/


Mercury Bay Flyer  

  

Page 7 of 10  

Raglan any day lunch  Check NOTAM’s as the airfield can often be closed as the 

recent Surfing Event showed 
 

 

 

 

 

Sunday BBQ Day 12:00 at Whangarei Airport 

For Sale on our aerodrome airpark 

 

One hangar house with taxiway/aerodrome access 

the other with taxiway access directly from 

backyard  

   

 

 

 

 

 

The Flying Doctor 

Book 

From the author of 

Healthy Bastards, the man known as the "Flying Doctor" is back. 

This time with his misadventures, escapades and high jinks from 

a life of medicine, aviation and hunting. 

 

Well-known for his eccentric personality and unmistakably 

"Kiwi" turn of phrase, Dave's story is highly entertaining as it is 

truly unique. 

 

I have just finished this after having it on my shelf for a while. Top 

reading now that the days are shorter. WP 

 

 

 

CLICK to View 

Click to View 

Click to View 

https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.harcourtscoromandel.co.nz%2Fproperty%2FWI7859%2F7-Yankee-Lane%3Ffbclid%3DIwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBExYVBOOVNBQ2MzUkkwdHU2WnNydGMGYXBwX2lkEDIyMjAzOTE3ODgyMDA4OTIAAR6QuGC-ry6yN_RqerbJKMUaZUe2SVFIdFo6SJaH8xJIiuzg5mpI4yMps2A2Ug_aem_vOwPIMmbJMzMM2wUUmjulA&h=AUBr6ZAKecEST598PAqkZLMbf3kc91QVYxge2grLbEYh9gAcPcuA3NDJAC3oxNIWLgo9WL8-bbW1nwfsxu0xiaj_jqXj5dJGDq7mUlKkiF0NFMey0pAj3CMqUorRzfwfyye4BGJUndxNHIaA&__tn__=-UK-R&c%5b0%5d=AUDl-QUwOtN4opQTrymfQMEO_kDAbs9pMrPGjNyuIvLUprjASFGMlxJlgIkrsrYxImbM6pJhgNYKFUFKI0S7yKHP0C9pGEgSDB1whE2h5-SvowXnv74VJVREtE9K6Rqk4hq6VRNCDg7MmRn7i1dgzH-y02LKnDMwpIYJ49U8kGgtO8H6OxN0FttUElk_zoOChaRLJFYBioCAxPrM9HYc0e1aX2ryIAksZUY
https://whangareiflyingclub.com/index.php?I=111120902222
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Farizto.co.nz%2Fproperty-search%2F5-bravo-place-whitianga%3Ffbclid%3DIwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTEAc3J0YwZhcHBfaWQQMjIyMDM5MTc4ODIwMDg5MgABHqZttl1aiW6uMqLzkLMt0Qx3HTDY2pGCtDnhcEpy7TL75OUJd7VpyzQVFprL_aem_Q4mWPL3Mvdk9w_O4aFSMHA&h=AUCqmCSyAel0nLZuLUy3cmBjvt6DOsMiX8pGOLo83QOGsV2bWzhXj4JNtsusPM_eZjzgazYGKIjPyvC6ZMq83ttWgP1cKTr8lCoiMqY0JpAopMGdfiykQte9_wJqOEvCQUtw&__tn__=H-R&c%5b0%5d=AUCH9eEbCt8Bi6uTLA1WD07hlwIitYdx5UiwR11JoggG8K2OPG_MnQJIE5bvqnzEh9CM82dte40y42mW95N-I_d9xVdv1c2HtswqckE0teUGOAagbc3z0vVCiXVJk4TXRN54JPkxtoLK70IVRHqk9atYH_FY3KHDLUVilfSfEFLAi53IPed6gv6huGkOtYsxZ-OWHxQs_3Hd5WOqux2LReXEBHg-Dol7d6I
https://www.flyingdoctor.co.nz/home
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This is the astounding true story of one of the last female special 

operations agents in France to get out alive after its liberation in 

WWII. Lived in NZ after the war finished…see editor name. 

 

Another good read for those winter days and I thoroughly enjoyed it. 

WP 

 

 

Whiti Frita’s are in standby mode for fine weather to 

enable fly ins to enjoy our hospitality so we will publish on Whitianga 

Aerodrome when we see suitable weather approaching 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GCH Aviation is seeking an experienced Helicopter Pilot - IFR desirable. To 

support the West Coast Rescue Helicopter operation based in Greymouth. If you have a 

passion for emergency services, professionalism, and teamwork, we’d love to hear from you. 

🚁 

    

Click to View  

Click to View  

https://nz.seek.com/job/92299659
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1293743144878029
https://www.whitcoulls.co.nz/the-last-secret-agent-6894024?gad_source=1&gad_campaignid=17182035496&gbraid=0AAAAADtuKOu1KyoPCyWFbJ7vjmOgqeStJ&gclid=CjwKCAjwrNrQBhBjEiwAoR4VOyAXK89lcEPkMm99sdo8m-bbZMdTQK-KPf5tyAplLHlpGecp-wwZmhoCcKcQAvD_BwE
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