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                                021 907 782 email: pendrayw@gmail.com  

Flying Activity:   

Jae had a birthday while we had a fine 

and calm winters day so we celebrated 

his12 th birthday in the air. He did 

have to forgo his piano lesson though 

to have this alternative fun. 

This chopper will be based at the airport Rotorwork hangar until 20th August. It’s Shamus here from 
Cooks Beach. Have you ever thought of giving helicopter flying a go, 
birthday present, bucket list, 
possible career path or just for 
fun. 

Should you be keen call me 
027(CHARTER)2427837 or 
better still flick me a text.. 

Harvard fun was also being had 
while the fine weather was with 
us and 98 got us out with cameras 
but alas too late to capture the 
Harvard on 
takeoff.     

 

Helicopters are increasingly active around our 

‘drome but good to see they all enjoy the Coro 

Club coffee and eatery. 

 

 

Whiti coffee group outing has fun at 

Pauanui and the group appears to be 

growing with 5 aircraft now appearing 

out of the sky 

 

 

Click to View 

Click to View 

Click to View  

https://youtu.be/L9Q1rVk9qkA
https://www.facebook.com/share/p/1DUkG3Kn4w/
http://www.pngall.com/first-place-png/download/43067
http://www.pngall.com/first-place-png/download/43067
http://www.pngall.com/first-place-png/download/43067
https://youtu.be/kjPCkNmvkGM
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 Coro Club Cafe & Venue 

  021 0800 2970 

Email: hello@coro.club 
Coro Club Café has been enjoying good winter weather 

flyers over the settled month of July  

 

CLICK to View 

Wednesday to Friday 8 am – 2 pm 

Weekends 9am to 2pm 

Remember to phone ahead if flying in for meals 

Notices from committee 

The club has a Toyota Corolla available 

for visiting pilots who would like to get 

around Whitianga. The car is parked 

outside the tractor shed at the moment 

but will be located eventually in the 

tractor building. Pilots can contact 

Graeme on 0272737142 to gain access 

to the car via a lockbox holding the 

keys. Cost of $20 per use. 

Bereavements  

Warren Charles Thorne SLY,  .        

(Serv No. H83244, Aircraftman, RNZAF) 

Peacefully (surrounded by family) at Thames Hospital, 

on Friday 26th June, 2026; aged 77 years. Beloved 

husband of Jeweline, father of Mercedes, Richard, and 

Phillip. Granddad, RSA Airman, Hydraulic Engineer, 

IT Consultant, dedicated Rotarian of 45 years and 

widely recognised for his dedicated community 

service. 

mailto:hello@coro.club
https://www.coro.club/
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A celebration of Warren’s life was held in the Grahamstown Chapel, 102 

Kirkwood Street, Thames, on Thursday 2nd July, at 11am followed by private 

cremation. 

 

Judy Johnston, wife of Chris Johnstone, one of our longtime members, has 

died with a sudden and unexpected death. Judith JOHNSTONE Obituary 

 

MBAC Committee 2026/27 

President  Evan Wheeler  021 924 807   hangar requests 

Vice President  Keith Skilling    021 333 767 

Secretary  Mike Norton   021 667 866 

Treasurer  Bruce Turner    021 388 343   …………  Casual Hangar requests 

Club Captain  John Vanderwee 021 185 2409 

Ordinary Executive Members – Alan Coubray, Graeme Spurdle, Steve Chilcott, Rob Llewellyn 

John Gemmell has installed replacement windsocks this month so has certainly brightened up our 

aerodrome again for winter. 

  

 

 

 

 

https://www.legacy.com/nz/obituaries/nzherald-nz/name/judith-johnstone-obituary?id=61957815
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Next Executive Meeting - Friday 4 September 26 at 0930hrs 

Presidents Corner July 2026. 

What a great run of weather we have enjoyed over the past two months providing some perfect days for 

flying. In saying that, we have had some good rain at weekly intervals which has kept the ground well sodden 

requiring closure of taxiway delta at times. 

Couple of things to report this month is that the electricity supply to hangar blocks C,D and E has seen all 

the cable work completed. We are still awaiting Powerco to upgrade the power plinth and supply to us at 

the roadside. This is beyond our control but we have been told it is imminent. Their 10 to 12 week time 

frame is to be laughed at however we expect it shortly. 

PC electrical have been providing their services to hangar owners for actual hangar fit out work and have 

completed such to a number of hangars now so they are ready to go live once the supply is provided by 

powerco. Hangar owners are responsible for this work and need to discuss needs with Paul at PC Electrical 

in Whiitianga. 

The big job now completed is the taxiway Delta. Concrete access is now available to all hangars so we do 

ask that you avoid driving on the grass areas during this wet season and only use the concrete taxiway now 

provided. Driving vehicles across the grass is causing rutting and in short, a mess. The pile of top soil left 

from taxiway excavation will be used to level off the area of grass as much as we can and then the rest 

removed to another area. If any club member wants some topsoil, please let me know and we can load 

your trailer up for you with the tractor. 

Once the area is levelled off, we will be installing some dewatering drainage to improve ground conditions. 

Runway irrigation work is still to be done over next two months. According to NIWA and Ken Ring, we 

may well be needing irrigation this summer. Currently awaiting the TCDC to install the supply valve over 

by the pumphouse at the cross runway. 

The pumphouse is almost finished being lined with ply and will have the pump machinery installed shortly. 

Following this will be the laying of underground supply line alongside runway 04/22. 

Wally has written of the passing of club members Warren Sly and Judy Johnston over this past month. On 

behalf of the club, I pass on our sincere condolences to both Jeweline and Chris and families for their most 

unexpected loss. 

That’s it for this month. If you happen to be in town on a Friday evening around 5.00, feel welcome to drop 

by the deck at the coro club with a BYO drink and a chat for an hour. 

Especially as the weather starts to turn up the temperature. 

Regards, 

Evan Wheeler 

President. 
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Daylight saving is now only two months away!  Clocks go 

forward Sunday 27 September 2026 

 

 

 

 Whitianga Aerodrome is now on Facebook so check out the recent happenings… and future events! 

       

Please Support Our Sponsors:  

 

 

 New Members   
New members are waiting for the rains to stop so that they can fly out to see 

the wonderful Mercury Bay and sign up.         
   

 

Flying Events            

 
AOPA  now has this link https://aopa.nz/flight-planning/ available for all pilot’s flight planning 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/1293743144878029
http://www.flightclubballroom.co.nz/
https://aopa.nz/flight-planning/
https://mbac.co.nz/ournews/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1293743144878029
https://mac.org.nz/
http://www.pngall.com/balloons
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Mercury Bay Model Club  

Ken Gibson’s latest projects are progressing 

well since the display at the Whitianga Model 

Show at the Town Hall has been deferred till 

October due renovation works at the Town 

Hall. As you 

can see he is 

not allowing 
winter 

weather to 

interupt his 

plans. 

  

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

Click to View 

Click to View 

https://allaboutwhitianga.co.nz/mercury-bay-events/sports-recreational/annual-model-train-show-whitianga
https://nzpo.org/index.php/dropzones
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Stop Press  

New Headgear and shirts now available from Bruce Turner 027-388-343  

Shirts $38 Polo & Caps $20  

          

    

 

  

 

Miscellaneous Section 

 

Titan T51 ¾ scale kit aircraft for sale 

located at Thames Aerodrome.  

Engine Vitara 2.7 L V6. Gun Ports, clam 

shell gear doors, jettisonable canopy 

Has yet to fly. 

Call 021 772 351 to arrange inspection 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

History of Whitianga Airfield 
 

 

Trying to turn around without letting the tail touch.  

Click to View  

Click to View 

https://3rdlevelnz.blogspot.com/2019/01/whitianga-index-of-posts-and-history-of.html?m=1
https://www.facebook.com/watch/?mibextid=wwXIfr&v=1593946238972251&rdid=vJ5hJovnApXUl7tX
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I have recently watched this DVD on Eiffel and then read his history including aviation research so click the DVD to read 

   

    

 

 

Properties For Sale on our Airpark 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sometimes it DOES take a Rocket Scientist!! 

(true story).. 
 

 

Scientists at Rolls Royce built a gun specifically to launch dead 

chickens at the windshields of airliners and military jets all 

travelling at maximum velocity. 

 

The idea is to simulate the frequent incidents of collisions 

with airborne fowl to test the strength of the windshields. 

 

American engineers heard about the gun and were eager to 

test it on the Windshields of their new high speed trains. 

 

Arrangements were made, and a gun was sent to the 

American engineers. 

CLICK to View  

Click to View  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gustave_Eiffel
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Faoteagbi.news%2Fgkdu%3Ffbclid%3DIwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBExdWJOWDlYdDZXTkREaU5Kb3NydGMGYXBwX2lkEDIyMjAzOTE3ODgyMDA4OTIAAR6_IwmLVwqlrpBait-oerbGWF1F0eoiAKt5tijT2qp70P-RlbFVTiQZfxd71g_aem_B1yXk6PtaB-NdpM0QFMxkw&h=AUC-w8b8JAPA9wyENsA0jWJk2IfbL_bK3hq5Q4VJoyGSi__B5r4XOOGD1v_hnt_bWgkImz9Y89Z_wOFw-ZN3Phj6XMDHJE6OFgTYpQ46SYDm4_UIdFNUyrb1o5R7TLB_YTYigg7gEZ59YwnK&__tn__=-UK-R&c%5b0%5d=AUCcdWtefqvS9ThW7ZXX51q-m49JMBzaXdY0catyLHWslXs97OFsySUfoPa_qnofHg40RtG_tcZL1JDSC8zDp6wd22nPixXi7AnGbQBREAgU9tIT8tUJJO9QjHh5HAZTCKYcEy7CgsECAqcLKFg48ksFWpIrurs1E4WyfonxqxXhEpFZxszHpnoQwyxeA8Km7jQixzclVpe51Bo-z5cg449U
https://arizto.co.nz/property-search/5-bravo-place-whitianga
https://www.harcourtscoromandel.co.nz/listing/l40646810-7-yankee-lane-whitianga-nz-3510
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When the gun was fired, the engineers stood shocked as the chicken shot out of the barrel, 

crashed into the shatterproof shield, smashed it to smithereens, blasted through the control 

console, snapped the engineer's back-rest in two and embedded itself in the back wall of the 

cabin like an arrow shot from a bow.. 

 

The horrified Yanks sent Rolls Royce the disastrous results of the experiment, along with the 

designs of the windshield and begged the British scientists for suggestions. 

 

You're going to love this..... 

 

Rolls Royce responded with a one-line memo: 

 

"Defrost the Bloody chicken." 

 

 

Winter weather can still be enjoyed even if 

the weather keeps us grounded and here is 

a really good book to keep you reading 

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

An airline passenger approaches a 

stewardess and asks why his flight is 

being delayed. 

 “Its all right”, she says “Its just that the 

pilot didn’t like the sound of one of the 

engines was making – its taken us a while 

to find another pilot”  

 

I wouldn’t say he’s a reckless pilot but he 

never checks the railway timetables 

before he flys through the tunnels.  

https://www.reddit.com/r/AdmiralCloudberg/comments/b52vmc/a_quick_summary_and_review_of_the_hunt_for_mh370/
https://www.amazon.com.au/Hunt-MH370-Ean-Higgins-ebook/dp/B07K9HPR71
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